
By Larry Bremer 
 
Greetings.   
 
Thank you to Ben Moyle for chairing the 
annual ICCA Vendor Fair event.   Good 

contacts, good networking and 
hopefully future business 
relationships were started.  I 
have a limited number of 
handouts on the vendors that 
were left after the meeting so 
if you’d like to see them 
please contact me.   
 
A huge thanks to the officers 
who have served their term 
goes out to Gordy Schesel 
(Vice Pres), Roger Montague 
(Treas) and Ben Moyle (Secty) 
and to the officers who will 
serve for the next term goes 
out to Charles Brotzler and 
Amy McKenna (Co Vice Pres), 
Norm Nelson (Treas) and Ben 
Moyle (Secty).   
 
The National office has a new 
web site:  http://www.icca-
2001.org.  Visit the web site 
for information on the national 

conference in Kansas City this summer, 
scheduled for Saturday and Sunday, June 
9 – 10, 2001, in Kansas City, MO (the 
welcome reception is Friday evening, June 
8th).   

 
There are several volunteer opportunities 
for our membership.  The first is a need 
for additional program chairs.  Being a 
program chair is a great way to become 
involved in the chapter, meet some 
knowledgeable people in your field of 
interest (networking) and to learn more 
about your topic of interest.  Trust me 
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when I say it is a rewarding and (mostly) 
enjoyable experience.  The second 
opportunity is to staff the booth at the Strictly 
eBusiness Solutions Expo at the Minneapolis 
Convention Center.  Mark your calendars for 
May 23rd and 24th, 2001, to attend the show 
and reserve a two hour block of time to staff 
the booth.  Talk about networking, i.e. 
meeting influential people (contract labor 
buyers and other independent contractors).  
Watch for more information on the Strictly 
eBusiness Solutions Expo. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you at the next 
meeting on Wednesday, February 21st, 2001, 
at the Wyndham in Bloomington for a 
presentation on “The Personal Coach” by 
Joan Polasky.   
 
*************************************************** 

Contract Brokers 
 at the January 16, 2001 meeting.  
 
 Mattson Associates has been providing I.S. 
staffing services in the Twin Cities since 1986.  
We pride ourselves in our relationships with both 
our clients and candidates.  Our clients are 
typically midsize companies using IBM 
mainframe and midsize computers.  We provide 
permanent and contract people to clients in order 
to fill their various multi-platform requirements. 
 
 
Karlsson Consulting, founded in 1984, provides 
I.T. consulting services to Twin Cities Clients. 
We specialize in applications development and 
support, primarily on IBM mainframe and client/
server platforms. Please call us to inquire about 
opportunities or how we work with independent 
contractors.  Mike Steinmetz, 612-820-8965. 
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More Contract Brokers 
 at the January 16, 2001 

meeting.  
 
OMNI RESOURCES, INC. 
www.omniresources.com 
612-798-5030 
Contact:  Rick Christensen, 
Technical Recruiter 
 
Since our inception in 1984, Omni Re-
sources' core belief has been that strength in 
technology can only be achieved through 
the strength of our people.  With this simple 
guiding principle in mind, we have been 
able to develop an experienced staff of 
450+ professional Information Technology 
consultants throughout the Midwest. 
 
Omni's mission is to provide the highest 
quality Information Technology Consulting 
Services at competitive prices.  We strive 
for total customer satisfaction through dili-
gent communication, and we foster growth 
through challenging assignments and educa-
tion.  We dedicate our resources and ener-
gies to creating a healthy and professional 
environment for clients and consultants 
alike. 
 
Omni places full time, hourly and independ-
ent consultants on temporary assignments; 
we are dedicated to retention and replace-
ment of all.  Omni is a complete E-business 
solution provider, has been involved in Cli-
ent /Server computing since it started gain-
ing acceptance in the late 1980's, and 
continues to provide the mainframe exper-
tise clients need.  Services include:  IT busi-
ness assessment; Business analysis; Manage 
and lead projects; Design, develop and im-
plement new applications; Maintain and 
support existing systems; Conversions to 
new platforms; Database modeling; Data 
Warehousing; System documentation; 
Technical writing; Quality Assurance. 
 
Marsha Hanson 
marsha.hanson@omniresources.com 
Branch Manager, Omni Resources, Inc. 
Phone  612-798-5030 ext. 3117, 
Fax  612-798-5025 
 2 Meridian Crossings, Suite 350 
 Minneapolis, MN  55423 
 
 Please visit our 
 website -- www.omniresources.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top 10 Tech-Influenced Reality TV Shows 
 
Reality TV is all the rage. "The Mole" and 
"Temptation Island" debuted this week, 
while CBS announced that "Survivor" was 
being picked up for at least two additional 
seasons. Meanwhile, old standbys such as 
"Cops" and "The Real World" and specials 
like "When Animals Attack" continue to 
draw audiences. But these shows seem de-
liberately low tech, failing to address the 
high-tech reality of our everyday lives. If 
they did, perhaps they might be more like 
the following: 
 
1. World's Scariest Computer Crashes: Blue 
screen of death,  captured live. 
2. Big Blue Brother: Only slightly more 
interesting than the original "Big Brother" 
TV show, this version features a  24-hour 
feed of a houseful of IBM minicomputers 
working out the value of pi. Last viewer 
watching wins $500,000. 
3. Who Wants to Marry an Unemployed 
Former Paper Millionaire?: Ain't love 
Grand? 
4. Digital Chains of Love: Four male pro-
grammers are chained to a woman. First one 
to figure out what he's supposed to do wins. 
5. America's Funniest Home Users: Laugh 
as newbies use the CD-ROM drive as a cup 
holder, search for the Any key when in-
structed to press any key, and turn the 
mouse upside down and use it as a track-
ball. 
6. Cyber Cops: FBI agents bust into subur-
ban homes in New Jersey to arrest pimply-
faced, under-socialized preteen hackers. 
7. The Real World, Redmond: Bill Gates, 
Steve Ballmer, and four 20-year-olds with 
multiple body piercings live together in a      
three-room apartment for five months while 
cameras follow their every move. It's all 
edited MTV-style, accompanied by samples 
of rock, hip-hop, and alternative tunes. 
8. Temptation Cubicle: Supposedly com-
mitted employees are left alone at their 
computers to see who can go the longest 
without checking the online job listings. 
9. 1990 House: One man, locked in his 
home, has to perform all computing func-
tions using only DOS 4.01. 
10. E-Survivor: Eight dot-com entrepre-
neurs, each working on a different start-up, 
are stranded on a desert island. The winner: 
The last with any venture-capital cash left. 
    
 

                
Visitors and new members 

at the ICCA Minnesota 
Tuesday January 16th 

meeting   
  
A hearty welcome to our visitor  
at the January 16th ICCA 
meeting.  We all hope you will 
visit again and become part of our 
association 
 
Dan McCreary 
e-Business Strategy Development 
(651) 405-9034 
dmccreary@mediaone.net 
I specialize in helping  companies 
use the Internet and Web to give 
themselves a competitive 
advantage.  This includes 
technology assessment, analysis 
of Web site effectiveness and 
customer relationship 
management strategies. 
 
Larry Trogen  
(Trogen Solutions Inc)  
I am an independent consultant 
that has been focusing on Oracle 
development for the last 6 years 
(4.5 as an independent).  I am an 
Oracle Certified Professional 
developer with experience with 
Oracle Developer 2000 (Forms, 
Reports), Oracle Designer, PL/
SQL, Pro C, … etc.  I have 
experience working with Oracle 
Applications, developing Data 
Warehouse applications, as well 
as developing custom systems.  
Broad based experience 
remaining current by attending 
professional conferences. 
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Professional Coaching 
by Jerry Stiff 
 
Our speaker for the February program is Joan Polasky. 
She has an MBA from the University of Wisconsin 
&ndash; Madison and is a graduate of the Coaches 
Training Institute &ndash; California. She had a twenty 
year career in the data processing industry. Her new ca-
reer is in the industry of personal and professional 
coaching. She assists people in defining their develop-
ment goals &ndash; whether career or personal 
&ndash; and staying on a plan for accomplishment. 
 
Perhaps you remember that Tom Kelly (manager, Min-
nesota Twins) received training on how to work with the 
sports media. Many businesses give their employees 
additional responsibilities and provide some training to 
match. At mid-life, some people review their old per-
spectives and seek challenges in new directions. De-
pending on our need at the time, we might use the serv-
ices of an accountant, attorney, financial planner, mas-
ter gardener, physical therapist, or personal / profes-
sional coach. 
 
Joan&rsquo;s presentation to our meeting will be "What 
is VISION." It is one segment of her monthly Vision in 
Action (™) workshop. This segment deals with express-
ing who you are in your work and your world. 
 
You are welcome to preview her website  
(www.joanpolasky.com) for dinner conversation with 
her. 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Dates and Locations for 2001 
 
Wed Feb 21      Wyndham Garden Hotel 
Thurs Mar 22    Italian Market Deli by Lido 
Tues Apr 17      Wyndham Garden Hotel 
Tues May 22     Italian Market Deli by Lido 
Thurs Jun 21     Wyndham Garden Hotel 
Thurs Aug 23    Italian Market Deli by Lido 
Tues Sep 18     Wyndham Garden Hotel 
Wed Oct 17       Italian Market Deli by Lido 
Thurs Nov 22    Wyndham Garden Hotel 
                
Feb, Apr, Jul,  
Sep, Nov              Wyndham Garden Hotel 
4460 W. 78th Street Circle 
Bloomington MN 55435  
952.831.3131        
Fax: 952.831.6372 
 
Jan, Mar, May, Aug, Oct   Italian Market Deli by Lido 
2801 North Snelling Ave.  
Roseville MN 
651.636.9721  
Fax: 651.636.7411 

Meeting Reservations: Members may phone your reservation  to Joan Barnes at 651-257-2570, 
by 3:00 PM,  Friday, February 16, 2001. Non-members should mail this form to: 
ICCA Minnesota, c/o Norm Nelson, 2200 E 22nd St. Minneapolis, MN 55404-3165 
 
Name: __________________  Company:_________________________________ 
Address:________________   City:_____________________________________ 
State:__________________     Phone: (     ) __________________ 
                                                                                    Members $25   Non-members $28   x _____ = _______ 
   Menu Selection:   Chicken Dijonaise,  London Broil               Late Charge                             $2     x _____ = _______ 
                                Beef Stroganoff                                          Enclosed is a check for:                                     _______ 



 

Permission is granted to all  ICCA publications to quote and reprint any material 
appearing in Consultants in Minnesota, except where protected by individual 
copyright, provided credit is given to the author and Consultants in Minnesota 

 ICCA Disclaimer notice. 
"Discussion of any legal issues in any article that appears in this publication is 
presented as educational material only.  The Independent Computer Consultants 
Association does not and cannot take responsibility for any statements made 
within this publication as to the meaning or effect of any federal or state law, 
statute, regulation or ordinance and any opinions expressed in this publication as 
to such meaning or effect are the opinions of the authors and are not the opinions 
of the Independent Computer consultants Association, Inc.  Any actions or legal 
steps taken should be thoroughly reviewed with your personal attorney or tax 
consultant as laws vary from state to state and also because the facts or your 
situation may not support application of any rule, statement, or suggestion that 
may be printed in this publication." 

5788 Lincoln Drive 
Edina,  MN   55436 

 
Stamp 

 

Next Meeting   
 

Wednesday, February 21, 2001 
 

 Professional Coaching 
 

Wyndham Garden Hotel 
4460 W 78th St. Circle  

 952-831-3131 
 

Social Hour at 5:30PM 
Dinner at 6:30PM 

 
For reservations call 

Joan Barnes @ 651-257-2570 
 

FUTURE MEETINGS 
Thurs Mar 22     Italian Market Deli by Lido 
Tues Apr 17       Wyndham Garden Hotel 
Tues May 22      Italian Market Deli by Lido 

[ed. note] 
:  
Attention all ICCA members:  
Get involved, write a story for 
the newsletter.  I need stuff to 
fill these white(blue) pages!!.  
 


